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Part Four

Positioning the Quilt on the Frame (continued)

1.	 Turn the hand wheel counter clockwise to roll the fabric onto the take-up rail until the 
machine’s needle can reach the top edge of the quilt top when the machine is as far back as it 
can go.

6

Hand Wheel

1.	 Use a front rail clamp to secure the fabric to the front rail.7

Front Rail Clamp

Note: You may need to 
use two long C-clamps 
if you are making a 
wider quilt.

1.	 Once the clamp is attached to the front rail, you can grasp the rail and rotate it towards you to 
pull the fabric tight.

8
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Positioning the Quilt on the Frame (continued)

1.	 If you are making a longer quilt, you can fold the end back over the front rail and secure it in 
place with an optional quilt clips accessory to avoid stepping on or damaging the fabric. See 
our website for details.

9

Accessory 
Quilt Clip

Part Four

1.	 Result: Your quit is positioned for quilting.10
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Using the Bungee Clamps

Instructions
Sometimes one edge of the fabric won’t reach the side rails of the hoop, and you will need to use the 
bungees to attach and tension the fabric. 

Note: For instructions on installing the bungee clamps, see page 38.

Take the following steps to use the bungees:

1.	 Pull the bungee clamp up and over the side rail.1

1.	 Slide the clip over the edge of the fabric. Make sure the bungee tooth is digging into your 
backing fabric, not batting.

2

Bungee 
Tooth

Note: You may need to turn 
the clamp upside down to get 
the bungee tooth underneath 
the backing fabric.

Part Four
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1.	 Result: The bungees hold the side of the fabric tightly and smoothly.

1.	 Press the button on the bungee bar and pull the cord tight so the fabric is straight and smooth. 

1.	 Repeat steps 1-2 for the other bungee clamp.3

4

5

Using the Bungee Clamps (continued)
Part Four
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Tacking Down Your Quilt
Part Four

Tack down the edges and sides of the quilt about a quarter of an inch from the backing and 
batting.
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Moving Your Fabric
Part Four

Instructions
Once you’ve finished quilting the available space on your quilt, you will need to roll your quilt on the 
rails to the next unquilted area.

1.	 Remove the front rail clamp from the front rail of the frame.1

1.	 Remove the bungee clamps if they are being used.2

Front Rail Clamp
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Part Four

Moving Your Fabric (continued)

1.	 Rotate the hand wheel counter-clockwise to pull the fabric up onto the take-up rail until the 
bottom edge of your previous quilting zone is at the top of the new quilting zone.

3

1.	 Replace the front rail clamp to the front rail and twist the rail toward you to tighten the fabric.4

1.	 Reattach the bungee clamps, if needed.5

Hand Wheel

1.	 Result: The fabric has successfully been moved to a new zone.6
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Using the Channel Locks
Part Four

Instructions
The channel locks restrict the movement of the bottom carriage and the sewing machine or top plate 
so that you can easily stitch a straight line.

1.	 To quilt a straight line horizontally across the frame, close the channel lock on the machine.

1.	 To quilt a straight line from the front-to-back of your frame, close the channel lock on the 
bottom carriage.
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Quilts of Alternative Size and Shape
Part Four

Instructions

If your quilt top doesn’t reach the front and back rails, you will need to cut your quilt backing to be 
large enough to make up the difference.

Read these steps all the way through first to avoid making a mistake when cutting your backing and 
batting.

Measure the depth of your frame hoop and add 10” to get the minimum depth of your quilt back.

Quilt Top

Quilt Backing 
and Batting
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Part Four

Quilts of Alternative Size and Shape (continued)

If your quilt top doesn’t reach the side rails, you can cut the backing to be 6-8” wider than your quilt 
top so that the bungees can grasp the sides of the quilt, but won’t get in the way while you sew.

However, if your quilt top is wide enough to reach the side rails, we recommend using the frame as 
a hoop frame by removing the hand wheel and using the fabric clamps to secure the fabric to the 
rails.

See “Hoop-Frame Setup” on page 48.

Hand Wheel
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Part Four

Quilts of Alternative Size and Shape (continued)

Move your machine to the front-right corner of the frame and you’ll find the same thing. There is an 
area around the circumference of your frame where your machine will not be able to reach. 

If any part of your quilt top ends up in the areas the machine can’t reach, you won’t be able to sew 
that part of your quilt top. Cutting the backing extra large will allow you to keep the quilt top in the 
quiltable area of the frame.

The stroke of the machine is another thing to consider when cutting your backing. Push your machine 
to the back-left corner of your frame. Notice that the needle doesn’t reach all the way to the corner.
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Getting Started
Instructions:
Once you’ve attached your quilt to your frame and basted down the quilt top edges for the first 
quilting zone, here are some helpful things to consider.

1.	 Over time your quilting frame may settle into a slope. If you find the machine drifts or pulls to the 
side, you may need to re-level the frame.

2.	 Keep a record of your quilt measurements. This will help when placing patterns later on.

3.	 Keep your quilting area clean, and wipe down your frame and carriage tracks as well as the 
machine and carriage wheels frequently. 

4.	 Prepare a small test quilt that you can stitch on between bobbin changes to set your tension. This 
is also a great way to practice a pattern before stitching it into your quilt. The test quilt should be 
made of the same materials as your actual quilt, otherwise it will not work for setting tension.

5.	 Pull up the bobbin thread at the start of a new session of stitching, and also at the end. This will 
prevent the bottom thread tail from getting sewn down on the bottom of the quilt.

To pull up bobbin thread at the start of stitching:

First, position the needle directly above where you want to begin your pattern.a

Top Thread

Pull on the top thread so that it is tight and jog the needle up and down using the single 
stitch button on the display.

b

Part Four
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Pull on the loop of bobbin thread until the loose end of the thread comes up from underneath 
the fabric.

Pull on the bobbin thread while moving 
the machine back to the start point. This 
makes sure that there is no loose thread 
underneath the fabric.

d

e

Bobbin Thread

While still tightly holding the top thread, move the machine several inches to the side. Your top 
thread should pull a loop of bobbin thread through the start point to the top of the fabric.

Bobbin Thread

Start Point

c

Make a securing stitch and begin stitching.f

Getting Started (continued)
Part Four
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To pull up bobbin thread at the end of stitching:

Move the machine away from the tie-off 
stitch.

a

Hold the thread to make a loop and 
return the machine to the tie-off stitch.

b

Make a single stitch over the tie-off.c

Hold the loop and move the machine 
away from the tie-off again.

d

 Keep moving away from the tie-off until 
a loop of bobbin thread is pulled up 
above the fabric. Cut all threads close to 
the tie-off.

e

 Getting Started (continued)
Part Four
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